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Communal Penance Service 
Wednesday, December 19 at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Christmas Eve Masses 
Monday, December 24th 

             5:00 p.m.       Children's Liturgy 
            in church 

5:15 p.m.       In PAC               
7:00 p.m.       In church            
11:30 p.m.     Caroling             
12 midnight   In church            

 

Christmas Day Masses 
Tuesday December 25th 

9:30 a.m.       In church            
11:30 a.m.     In church            
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My fellow parishioners: 
             In these times of uncertainty, it is all the more im-
portant that we focus upon the true meaning of our Christ-
mas celebrations: The Word of God was enfleshed in  
Jesus Christ and he began the 
reign of God in our midst.  
God loves us so much that he 
did not and will never leave 
us alone in this messy and of-
ten difficult world.  God is 
with us as we walk through 
these troubled times.  God's 
power is stronger than evil! 
             Therefore I invite you 
to join with all of us at St. 
Francis as we celebrate God's 
love, presence and redemption at our Christmas celebra-
tions. 
             May God Bless you! 
             Fr. Jim McDougall, Pastor 
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St. Francis Community  
Responds to September 11, 2001 
 

             What were you doing the morning of Tuesday, 
September 11, 2001? I was getting ready to process into 
morning Mass when I was told the news for the first time. 
Initially, I thought the person had made a mistake, but be-
fore I could get back to my office after the Mass was fin-
ished, I was given the rest of the news of the second tower 
attack. Later as I watched the news on television I heard of 
the Pentagon attack and then the downed plane in Pennsyl-
vania. My heart sank and my head was swimming seeking 
sense of it all. I turned to prayer and then it was obvious, 
we all need to pray, as a community gathered. 

 

So what did the St. Francis community do on Sep-
tember 11? We prayed! We responded as Christians do, in 
Jesus name we acted. On Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. the school 
children with many of their parents gathered for a prayer 
service. Later that evening we held a Mass in the church at 
7:00 p.m. and all Masses that week were offered to ask 
God’s blessing on the victims in the buildings and sur-
rounding regions, on the victims families, on us the larger 
national victims and on the world. We sought conversion 
for the attackers still living that they would embrace the 
truth and peace of Jesus and give up their evil ways. We 
prayed for world peace.  

 

On the following Sunday we placed the Easter 
Candle, the symbol of Jesus’ Resurrection and Life, in the 
sanctuary of the church and asked you to sign your names 
to the book of prayers for the victims which we later sent 
to Mayor Giuliani of New York City. The school children 

also undertook the opportunity to sup-
port the rescue teams by sending them 
new shirts and socks to change into dur-
ing their breaks in between those long 
hard search missions, which still con-
tinue today. St. Francis parish did re-
spond to the attacks against us on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and as brothers and 
sisters in the Lord we still do respond – 

with our prayers and support.                   
Fr. Jay Kersten 
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A Chance for Survival 
             Alcoholism or other sub-
stance abuse can cause countless 
problems…in the life of the ad-
dicted person, and for their family. If not 
controlled it can lead to tremendous difficulties, and even 
death. If you or your loved one suffers from alcoholism 
or other drug abuse, you are not alone. Help is closer than 
you think.  

 

             St. Francis of Assisi Church has recently initiated  
a program that can be of help. You can now call the par-

ish and be referred to another parishioner 
who has lived and worked through a 

similar experience, and who has 
offered to be part of this special 

ministry. That person will help you or family members 
by assisting you in finding local program support. You 
will also be given the opportunity to borrow an informa-
tion kit that will provide video and audio tapes, and lit-
erature to inform and guide family members and friends 
of those with an alcohol or drug problem. 

 

             So often people don’t know where to turn. Now 
there is a way to begin. Call the parish health line num-
ber, 821-2115 and leave your first name and phone num-
ber. You will be contacted by one of our staff and then 
referred to one of our supportive parishioners. All this 
will be done with the strictest confidence so that your 
anonymity is respected. Don’t let fear keep you from 
coming forward. Your church is here to be of support to 
you and your family. 

 
 

Support Group for 
Unemployed 

Meets a Real Need!!! 
 
    Since mid-September unemployed persons from the 
parish have been getting together weekly for support and 
networking. At least 22 people have participated in the 
group since then. The creative energy among the partici-
pants is amazing. Many have had high level jobs and 
many have more than one degree. There are years of valu-
able experience between them. However, there has also 
been participation by those who are seeking to reenter the 
job market after years at home, and by those who have 
been hourly employees.  
 
    One of the great things to come out of the meetings is 
the formation of Father Jim’s Job Fair. 
This is a place where employers within 
the parish and people who may know of 
job openings at their place of work, can 
link with parishioners who are seeking 
employment. The hope is that parish em-
ployers would be willing to take a serious 
look at our parishioners who are looking for work, take 
into account their skills, education and gifts, and look to 
see if there is a possibility of hiring them. Some may need 
to learn a specific job, but they may already have the ba-
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sic knowledge and experience that would assure their suc-
cess in the position. What is needed is a little considera-
tion for the time to learn the job and a willingness to help 
out one of our parish family.  
 
    Through Father Jim’s Job Fair, information on jobs has 
been disseminated weekly at the meetings through the 
kindness of our parishioners. Also, two workshops were 
presented in October by a parishioner, one in resume writ-
ing and another on interviewing skills. See how these 
Christians love one another! 
 
    Persons interested in the support group, or who wish to 
share job information through Father Jim’s Job Fair, are 
asked to call the parish Adult Education Office at 734-
821-2125. 
 
 
Just For You (see Remembering) - continued on p. 8 
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Young Adult Catholics in their 20s-30s 

�

St. Francis 

\DDFK�FOXE�
St. Francis 
Young Adults,  

if you haven’t joined us yet,  
this is what you’re missing! 

YA2ACHT stands for “Young Ann Arbor Adult Catho-
lics Harboring Together.” The goal of St. Francis’ 
Ya2acht Club is to provide activities specifically geared 
toward young adults in their 20s and 30s, married & 
single - in some cases the most resourceful yet least 
tapped group in Catholic parishes today.  
 

We have a “4-fold Mission” which is to live as Disciples 
of Christ to share, challenge, and develop spiritually, as 
Servants to minister to and be enriched by serving those 
in need, as Friends to mature and flourish socially, as 
Young Adult Professionals to inspire each other and 
grow intellectually.  
 

Although this group is relatively new, so far this year 
we’ve already held a number of well-attended events in-
cluding a summer “Theology-on-Tap” series at Conor 
O‘Neill‘s Irish Pub - our “unofficial” Ya2acht Club meet-
ing place, Celebrated/worshiped at Mass together, 
baked and served cookies at Ronald McDonald House,
and met for an evening discussion on “Making Time for 
Daily Prayer.” Still, this is just the beginning. We’ve been 
recruiting a crew of leaders to help us navigate where 
we’ll go next. Interested? Please contact us soon! 
  

For more information on getting involved with the 
Ya2acht Club at St. Francis, please contact Marty Rhein at 
mrhein@rc.net, or call (734) 821-2126.  

7KH 6W� )UDQFLV 6LQJOHV *URXS ZDV GHYHO�
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Tuesday, January 8, 2002 at 10AM,  
            in the Parish Activities Center. It is a time 
for plenty of socializing. Plus, a presentation on:  
Personal Finances & Record Keeping 

by Mary (Betty) Zurawski.  
A light lunch will be served at 12 Noon.   

(Please, offer a $7.00 donation.) 
 

——————— 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Singing & Storytelling 

with our Children  
 

Tuesday, December 11  
at 10AM 

in the Parish Activities Center 
directed by Ms. Linda Opaleski.  

A light lunch will be served at 12 Noon.   
(Please, offer a $7.00 donation.)  

All SENIORS' are invited to:  
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             On October 27 and 28 St. Francis Parish cele-
brated World Youth Day with the youth ministry team 
known as RADIX.  The entire weekend was jam-packed 
with celebrations including special liturgies, dramas, par-
ent & youth presentations, a family pot-luck dinner, a 
parish breakfast, and a youth event complete with a pizza 
party for those in grades 6 through 12. 
             Since appearing at World Youth Day in 1993 
with Pope John Paul II, RADIX has traveled all over the 
country challenging and encouraging  families to em-
brace their Catholic faith.  Doug 
Barry and Eric Genius, the dy-
namic duo behind RADIX, use 
drama, music, comedy, and a no-
punches-pulled style of speaking to 
spread the message of Christ. 
             RADIX performed two 
dramas during the weekend.  One 
was entitled The Martyrs and told 
the stories of St. Ignatius of 
Loyola, St. Thomas More, and St. 
Maria Goretti.  The other drama 
was entitled The Passion of Christ 
and focused on the suffering and death of Jesus.  The 
youth felt the dramas were “really good” and “very mov-
ing.”  “The dramas were really powerful,” sixth grader 
Johanna Grum said.  “They kind of overcame you.” 
             Doug Barry was very clear in his introduction to 
the youth on Sunday night, however, when he said he and 
Eric were “not here to entertain you.  We want to make 
you think.”  A single purpose was evident throughout the 
weekend:  RADIX was here to challenge us.  The word 

“challenge” means to invite to a contest, to confront, to 
call into question.  That’s just what RADIX did.  They 
challenged the music we listen to, the movies and TV 
programs we watch, and the clothes we wear.  They kept 
asking whether or not something would offend Jesus.  If 
our answer was “Yes, it would offend Jesus” then, RA-
DIX pointed out, we should not listen to it, watch it, or 
wear it.  Some liked the message and some didn’t.   
             “A lot was good,” said seventh grader Sabrina 
Lividini, “but I disagree with some of it.  I think you 

should be able to wear whatever 
you want.  The boys should just 
control themselves.” 
             Seventh grader Claire 
McGinn said, “I think if a person 
with strong morals watches a 
movie that has something bad in it 
they can just say ‘Oh, that’s a bad 
part’ and it won’t effect them.” 
             When asked to describe 
what he thought  about RADIX’s 
message, Brian Hunt, who is in 
seventh grade,  replied,  “It was 

truthful.  It got down deep.”  Elaine Cordeiro, also in sev-
enth grade, said, “They wanted us to think twice about 
what we’re doing because every choice we make is really 
important.”  Sixth grader Rachel Thomas said, “You need 
to live like Jesus wants you to.” 

What exactly was RADIX challenging us to do?   
Jack Falahee, a seventh grader, said, “They challenged us 
to live a better way.  We need to take a more serious look 
into what we are watching and listening to and see what 
it really means.”  Johanna Grum thought RADIX was 
challenging us “not to follow others if we don’t agree 
with them.” 
             When asked why we find RADIX’s challenge so 
difficult to live out, Rachel Thomas replied, “Because 
you have to give up things.  It’s hard because you are 
used to doing it.”  Jack Falahee said, “Everyone likes that 
stuff and it’s hard to go against the flow.”  Brian Hunt 
agreed, “We’re used to it and it’s hard to avoid.”  “We’re 
surrounded by it,”  Alan Carroll observed. 
             Although some may not agree with everything 
they said, most will agree that RADIX accomplished 
their goal.  Elaine Cordeiro, who didn’t like everything 
she heard, summed it up by saying, “They wanted to get 
us to think about it and I guess they did.” 

RADIX Challenges Youth 

“They challenged us to live 
a better way.  We need to 
take a more serious look 
into what we are watching 
and listening to and see 
what it really means.” 

Jack Falahee 

Eric Genius and Doug Barry of RADIX 
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During the parent and child meeting, children were in-
vited to learn of God’s love, rich in forgiveness and 
kindness, by acting out the story of the prodigal son.  
Clay was molded into the figures and the parts from the 
bible story divided and read among family members. 

“Forming a conscience” can be a difficult concept for children.  In-
troduced here at the meeting, some time was spent looking at how we 
make decisions, making good choices, and thinking about the end 
result, so that what will happen because of our choice is good too. 
Our choices and actions determine who we are.  Created for great-
ness, human by nature and divine by adoption, we are called to con-
tinual conversion by God.  God calls us to share fully in the life for 
which we are destined as the children of God.  Parents and children 
renewed their baptismal vows to conclude the first meeting.   

Sin is a deliberate 
choice to do wrong.  
Sin goes against our 
very nature as a child 
of God and hurts our 
friendship with God 
and others.  All of us, 
at one time or another, 
do choose to do 
wrong.  We ask for 
forgiveness from God 
and from the commu-
nity in the person of 
the priest in the Sacra-
ment of Reconcilia-
tion. 

Concepts touched on at the first meeting 
were explored further in the classroom.  
When parents and children came to-
gether for the second meeting, the “how 
to” of the Sacrament was reviewed.   
 

Preparation was completed with an ex-
amination of conscience and prayer in 
anticipation of celebrating the Sacra-
ment.  Parents and older siblings were 
encouraged to also celebrate the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation at the time the 
child receives for the first time. 

Preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, also 
called confession or penance, consists of parent and 
child meetings, education on the sacrament in the 
classroom, and follow-up by parents at home, review-
ing faith concepts and teaching the act of contrition to 
the children.   
             This year at St. Francis, 160 children prepared 
for and celebrated the Sacrament in early December. 

Preparing for the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

With the help of their parents, children began 
to learn an act of contrition (a prayer of sor-
row with intention to do good). 
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Since my last report to you in May of this year, a number 
of capital projects have been undertaken, but at a some-
what slower pace than in the previous year.  Believe it or 
not, the West Parking Lot project (seemingly the project 
that never ends) is edging closer to completion; signs have 
been reinstalled, trees and shrubs replaced, and the outlet 
drain from the detention pond in front of the Church re-
opened.  We are awaiting installation of protective grates 
on the inlets to the original pond and the securing of 
grates on both outlet structures and then 
we will be able to wrap up this project.  
We hope that this will have occurred by 
the time you receive this report. 
 
Our Religious Education Office, located 
in the School just off the “Fishbowl”, 
was renovated during the summer, with 
new office space created and climate 
control improvements.  As part of this 
project, the Parish Library was closed 
temporarily.  We expect that, as part of 
a planned renovation to the Church, a 
new Parish Library will be established 
in a room of its own, off the rear vesti-
bule of the Church.  Thank you for your 
continuing patience as we pursue a resolution. 
 
Another major project undertaken this past summer was 
the replacement of the wood frames supporting the stained 
glass windows of the Church overlooking the PAC Plaza.  
Despite frequent painting of the frames, the wood had rot-
ted almost to the point of being unable to support the 
weight of the stained glass.  The frames were replaced 
over a period of about six days in July, and have been re-
painted for protection during the winter.  However, our 
painter reports that the frames supporting the matching set 
of windows on the west side of the Church are also show-
ing evidence of rotting, and are unlikely to last more than 
another year or two, so we will likely have to replace 
those frames next summer. 
 
In the School, summertime projects included the replace-
ment of old, single-pane windows in our Kindergarten and 
First Grade classrooms, and at the east end of the Middle 
School hallway, with new double-pane, low-e energy effi-
cient windows.  Thanks to the generous donation of a 
school parent, we have also added air conditioning to our 
second and third grade classrooms, which will be espe-

cially appreciated at the beginning and end of each school 
year.  A special thanks is again due parishioners support-
ing the various school development efforts, for without 
their support, none of these improvements would have 
been possible. 
 

Another summertime project was an upgrade to the K-1 
playground, but this project did not go as well.  The con-
tractor installing the new swingset hit a drain tile from the 
playground to the street, resulting in the loss of drainage 
and a lot of standing water on that playground.  As this is 
written, we are seeking a drainage contractor to come and 
rebuild the drain line so that the playground will again be 
usable. 

 

As to what is on the agenda in the fu-
ture, some of the things we are currently 
working on include improved lighting 
in the Middle School; improved win-
dows in several locations throughout 
the School, including grade 4-8 class-
rooms and the Gym; and installation of 
a sump and pump in the elevator pit to 
reduce standing water there. Some mi-
nor enhancements to the Church will 
also be undertaken, most likely in 2002, 
as we try to make our worship space 
more meaningful, as well as more ac-
cessible for all our parishioners.  As we 

have said in the past, several of our facilities here are 
nearing 50 years of age, and upkeep was not always done 
as it should have been.  We continue to attempt, within the 
constraints of our financial capability, to do what we can 
to improve the facilities used by all, as rapidly as we can. 
 

Something that we can all be proud of is a “Waste Knot” 
award for 2001 which was received by the Parish and the 
School from Washtenaw County.  That bright green 
dumpster behind the PAC has accumulated many tons of 
cardboard and paper products in the two years we have 
had it, and we appreciate the continuing efforts of those 
involved in events at the Parish and School to recycle pa-
per products there whenever possible. 
 

Again, thank you for your continuing support.  As always, 
if there is an issue close to your heart which we have not 
yet resolved, it may be because we do not know of it.  
Please give me a call, or drop me a note, to offer any sug-
gestions, comments, or questions. 
 

~ Dave Barera, Business Manager 
    (734) 821-2111 or <dsbarera@catholicWeb.com> 

$  “Waste Knot” 
award for 2001 was 

received by the Parish and 
the School from Washtenaw 
County.  (… For) efforts of 
those involved in events at 
the Parish and School to re-
cycle paper products when-
ever possible. 
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             Costumes, treats, and hospitality mark the end of 
the month of October.  Children dress up and going door 
to door as beggars, ask for treats making Halloween a fa-
vorite children’s holiday.  Hospitality, aflame with the 
love of Christ, extends the invitation to love by making 
present God’s love in kindness and generosity.  Kindness 
and generosity describes the response of the parishioners 
of St. Francis to the call for Halloween candy by Sacred 
Heart Seminary.  
             Sacred Heart Seminary is located in the center of 
Detroit and reaches out to a neighborhood made up of 
families in need.  Since the mid-1960’s, the seminarians 
have dressed in costumes, “nothing scary that might 
frighten the kids” and have given out candy and prayer 
cards while socializing with the children.  Cider for the 
kids and coffee for the parents and adults who accompany 
the children are provided.  “This isn’t just about candy,” 
said Jim Smalarz, a second-year theology student at Sa-
cred Heart Major Seminary.  “It’s about bringing Christ 

to the kids.  This 
is part of our min-
istry here to the 
community 
(Michigan Catho-
lic, Oct. 26).”   
             St. Fran-
cis parishioners 
for the past three 
years have do-
nated a hefty por-
tion of the bags 

of candy which are given out to these children near Sa-
cred Heart Seminary.  Our own parish involvement began 
in 1999 when October 31 (Halloween) fell on a Sunday.  
The children of the parish were invited to dress up in 
their costumes and be part of the entrance procession at 
the start of Mass.  The children were also reminded that 
as followers of Christ, love is not about getting, but about 
giving.  On Halloween that year, St. Francis parish chil-
dren were invited to bring a bag of candy for children in 
less fortunate circumstances and offer the candy during t 

 
 
 
he food collection that occurs regularly during the Mass.  
Hundreds of children participated, lining up to process in, 
and abundantly overflowing the basket for food at the of-
fertory.   
              In the years since, the weekend before Hallow-
een, while not dressing up like that first Halloween col-
lection, the invitation is given to children and parishion-
ers to bring candy.  When Fr. Jim and Fr. Jay call for the 
candy to be brought up, hundreds still come forward.  
This year, St. Francis parishioners donated about 600 
bags of candy.  That’s approximately 10,000 pieces of 

candy.  “It’s due to the generosity of 
parishes such as St. Francis of Assisi, 
Ann Arbor, that candy is definitely not 
in short supply (Michigan Catholic, Oct. 
26)” and enables an outreach to a com-
munity where Christ is made present. 

“In the reception of the poor and of pilgrims the great-
est care and solicitude should be shown, because it is 
especially in them that Christ is received; for as far as 
the rich are concerned, the very fear which they inspire 

wins respect for them (The Rule of St. Benedict).” 

Children wait for the call for canned goods and 
candy at the offertory during Mass Sunday, Oct. 28. 

All dressed up in costume, this Sun-
day morning preschooler celebrates 
God’s gift of “make believe” and 
belonging as a community. 

Halloween Blessings! 
Parishioners Respond Generously to Candy Drive 
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Our Extended school program delivers more then before and 
afterschool care.  We offer an extending arm between home 
and school  where our children can... 

St. Francis Extended School Program (ESP) has offered before 
and after school care for over 12 years, which makes our 
school more then a place for education. ESP helps make our 
school a caring community. Wind down with a game...play with friends... 

Continue to learn the lessons 
taught in class, or finish  
homework with expert guidance…   
   Eat a healthy snack... 

Share time with our trained staff... 

Just For You – (continued from p.2) 
 

Remembering Our Loved Ones 
 
             Over 200 people, young and old, gathered on the 
evening of November 2nd for the All Souls Day Liturgy 
of Remembrance for those who were buried from our par-
ish during this past year. Our pastor, Father Jim invited 
those who were mourning to, “take God’s hand and walk 

with Him.” He spoke of the reason for our 
life here on earth, and that our role is to love 
others and to build up God’s Kingdom. He 
reminded us of the words at the end of the 
book of Solomon, that “Love is stronger 
than death,” that love does not end when our 
family member or dear friend passes on. We 
are not separated from them. Our belief in 
the Communion of Saints consoles us and 
offers us hope. 

A very moving part of the liturgy was the Litany of Re-
membrance. The names of the deceased were spoken and 
then a loved one placed a lit candle representing that de-
ceased person in a large white bowl filled with sand. As 
dozens of names were called, and dozens of candles 
placed sided-by-side in the white bowls, it was a reminder 
of the All Saints Day reading from the book of Revelation 
about those who wore the white gowns gathered around 
the throne of God. Together the candles gave a beautiful 
light, and offered hope to all present at the liturgy. 
 
    Afterwards, the assembly was invited to a reception 
hosted by the members of the St. Frances Bereavement 
Support Group. Delicious cookies had been lovingly 
baked by eight grade Confirmation Candidates for the re-
ception. Many stayed for the cookies and to visit with 
family members and others from the parish.  
  
   If you are interested in our Bereavement Support Group, 
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D arrell Scott is the father of Rachel Joy Scott, one of the victims 
at Columbine High School on April 20, 1999. His son, Craig, 

was in the library that day and watched as 10 of his classmates were gunned 
down. Two of his closest friends died beside him, and his sister, Rachel, was 
killed just outside the library door, a few yards away. 

Shots that pierced Columbine High School tore our hearts apart, yet pro-
vided a national wake-up call to all Americans. On that tragic day, Rachel 
Scott and others when asked, “Do you believe in God?” said “YES.” Her life 
on earth ended  moments later, but  her story has reached around the world.  

Darrell Scott is the leading spokesperson from the Columbine tragedy ad-
dressing the rise of violence among teens. Who could have predicted the last 
rounds of high school shootings? What can be done? Where are the answers? 
Darrell believes, as Rachel wrote just one month before she was killed, 
“compassion is the greatest form of love that humans have to offer...I have 
this theory that if and person can go out of their way to show compassion, 
then it will start a chain reaction.” 

Darrell Scott believes that kindness is the most effective antidote for vio-
lence, but it comes at a very huge price. Darrell has spoken to millions of 
people over the last years through television, radio, and the press. Please plan 
to join us in April when he joins us to discuss how we as a Church commu-
nity can reach out to help those who are troubled. And to create a culture 
where kindness rather than bullying is cool.  

To attend the April 11, 2002 dinner with Darrell Scott, please contact Kathy 
Barrett at <kbarrett@catholicWeb.com> or call (734) 821-2208. 

The Habitat for Humanity  
Catholic House Build 2001 

 
"For every house is built by someone, but the builder of 

all things is God."           - Hebrews 3:3-5 
    We had a special collection for Habitat on the weekend 
of November 17-18. St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 
committed to giving a total of $10,000 to this house 
project.  We still need around $5,000.00 more to finish 
our commitment.  We are one of nine Catholic 
commmunities in Washtenaw County sponsoring this 
house.  The total sponsorship for this house by the nine 
coalition members is $50,000.00.  We're almost there!  

Thanks for your contribution to this wonderful ministry. 
 

    November News We are working on: interior painting, 
installing kitchen cabinets, hanging doors, base board - 
wood work moldings, & land scaping.    

 

    A note of thanks to the co-leaders: Steve Polgar, Doug 
Hock, & Debbie Nichols; the supervisors Gregory De-
Maggio, Daniel Golec, & Mark Lavallee.  And, we owe 
thanks to Mary Wakefield for all of her work in contacting 
all of our volunteers (not only from St. Francis, but also, 
volunteers from all the other communities too).  

 

    See Photos & Volunteer Application at:  
http://stfrancisa2.com/habitat/ 
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High School Teens … 
Hey, if you haven’t checked 
out our  Life Teen  
             Youth Group yet, this is what you’re missin’... 

     This past summer we went on a great week-long 
Summer Work Camp & White-water rafting trip in 
Pittsburgh, PA, as well as a week-long leadership 
training retreat in Dayton, OH. Since we started in 
September, we’ve had a Welcome Back Pizza 
Night, Open Gym Night, Who Am I and Why Am I 
That Way? Discussion Night, PIONEER vs HURON 
Football Game outing, Parent/Teen Night, CROP-
WALK service project, Sex ~ Why Wait? Hot Topic 
Night, Fall Hayride & Bonfire Cookout at Wiard’s Ap-
ple Orchard, Radix – Getting Radical for Christ 
Night & Pizza Party, and Frank’s Place (every 
Wednesday night). And that’s just the events up 
through October! Just wait until we hit our stride in 
November, December, and the new year! 

     Our Youth Group also has an awesome LIFE 
TEEN Rock Band for our new LIFE TEEN Mass 
(5pm Sunday) - where teens sit together with their 
friends or families, and celebrate the Liturgy in a to-
tally awesome way! Oh yeah, we’ve got some pretty 
cool young adult and teen leaders that join us 
too . Remember, all high school youth are WEL-
COME! 
 
     For more information on getting involved  
with the LIFE TEEN High School Youth Group at 
St. Francis – either as youth or an adult leader, 
please contact Marty Rhein at mrhein@rc.net , 
(734) 821-2126. 


