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In December the youth leadership team met for the first 
day of formation and planning.  The morning was spent 
in spiritual and leadership formation and we finished off 
with an intense planning session.  This group of peer 
leaders will start 
leading aspects of the 
youth group this 
month.  They will 
take on Sunday night 
youth group activities 
along with retreat 
planning and other 
responsibilities. 

On Sunday, January 11, the High 
School Youth Group hosted an ecu-
menical pro-life youth rally.  Ap-
proximately 190 youth from area 
churches joined us for pizza, prayer, 
and a great set of speakers.  We 
heard from Problem Pregnancy Help 
Center, U-M Students for Life, and 
other pro-life organizations.  Addi-
tionally we had a speaker who told 
stories of his days as a commercial 
diver to illustrate his pro-life talk.  It 
was a great experience and we look 
forward to next year’s rally. 

Tom, Jacob, Steve and Annie watched (above) as Jackie  
and Matt worked on a communication puzzle (right). 

[Kate, a Youth Group adult 
leader & Kathyrine talk  
before the Rally began.] 

A lan , T om , an d  Jacob  en joy d in n er w ith  a  fr ien d  
from  C h ris t th e  K in g  p arish  p r io r to  th e  R a lly. 
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St. Francis Catholic School Children  
and Middle School Parish Youth 
Buy Two Gift Arks of Animals!!! 

 

Hungry families around the world will enjoy a happier 
new year thanks to the generous efforts of hundreds of 
children in the St. Francis of Assisi Parish community.  
During the Advent season, children in kindergarten 
through eighth grade at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 
School, and the middle school students in the St. Francis 
of Assisi Religious Education program worked to raise a 
goal of $5,000 to buy a ‘Gift Ark’ of animals for Heifer 
International. The children earned money by serving their 
own families, doing extra chores around the house, and 
many of the children donated money from savings ac-
counts and piggy banks. At the school Mass on Decem-
ber 19th, principal Linda Miller proudly announced that 
over $10,000 was raised and the children would be able 
to buy two Gift Arks of animals.  Each Gift Ark includes 
pigs, camels, water buffalo, guinea pigs, ducks, chicks, 
oxen, cows, rabbits, donkeys, beehives, sheep, llamas, 
geese and goats to help people across the globe. 

“PEACE BEGINS  
WHEN THE HUNGRY ARE FED” 

Heifer International  

      Thank you for praying for our Confirmation candi-
dates. These 120 young people were presented to the par-
ish community at the 5 p.m. Mass on Sunday, February 
15.  
      During the Presentation Mass, the candidates publicly 
professed their faith to the community and received a spe-
cial blessing. They also created cards inviting parish 
members to offer their prayers and support as they con-
tinue their journey toward Confirmation. Hopefully you 
took home a card and are already acting as a prayer spon-
sor for one of our candidates! If so, please send them a 
note letting them know about your gift of prayer. 

       These candidates have been involved in a rigorous 
formation process. They have researched 60 questions 
about the Catholic faith, contributed at least 30 hours of 
service, learned about the sacraments and completed a 
saint report. They have also taken part in one-on-one in-
terviews and enjoyed a wonderful retreat in January, led 
by a youth evangelization team. 
       Their hard work will be rewarded at the Confirmation 
Mass, to be held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, March 21. All are 
invited to join this community celebration. 
       Confirmation is one of the sacraments of initiation 
into the Catholic Church. It is an extension of their Bap-
tism and calls the candidate into a deeper life of faith. We 
have encouraged these students to become more actively 
involved in our parish community and to use the seven 
gifts of the Holy Spirit for the “common good,“ as St. 
Paul tells us. 
       Please make them feel welcomed as valued members 
of our parish. 

&RQWLQXLQJ�WKH�MRXUQH\�WRZDUG�&RQILUPDWLRQ�

Attention Seventh Grade Students/Parents:  
The  first  orientation  meeting  for next year’s Confirma-
tion candidates will be held in May.  If your son or daugh-
ter is currently in the seventh grade (or older) and desires 
to begin preparation, please watch for details on this meet-
ing. For more information, call Rita Zyber at 821-2133.  
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