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Thanks for Serving the Hungry Thanks for the
Hunger Coalition Volunteer Appreciation -
Family Shelter
Coalition to provide meals for the hungry. Members of our parish _ _ ,
St. Vincent de Paul Society, organize this opportunity. We thank St- Francis Parish & the Shelter coordinators are

Bridget McGillicuddy, and all those who have helped to cook and €SPecially grateful for the work of these October
serve the meals. 2003 volunteers: Yvette

Atkinson, Herbert Black,
In October we, the volunteers came together to share stories abc jyliet Bogan, Susan Bright,

helping with the meals for the hungry, many of the stories shared ponald Cheatham, Jane
were as heart moving as this poem that follows here. It is written Christman, Michelle Eiden,

Each month members of our parish help at the Ann Arbor Hungel

by, Victor Wakefield, a faithful St. Francis Parish Volunteer. Georgette Giordano, Karen :]

Holoka, Thomas Hungerforc : 4

Designated Driver Marty Javornisky, Chris a ;"L}
| picked up the guys tonight Kempton Bill LaCroix, _
In that All-American symbol of excess w . Jane Levy, T”?a Matter. Linda Mattofenni-
My family terrorism-supporting fer Mohavyk, J_|II Ross, Beth Russell, Allen _
4-wheel drive capable SherzerVictoria Turner, John Wagner, David
Jeep Liberty I Wesner, & John Wesner. _
Two of our volunteers share their reflec-

They all hopped in tions on serving:
Excited to escape the same old, same old routine “As a family, we volunteer at the IHN Al-
Tired from a long day pha House. It was really hard to find the energy
Ready for a pleasant night in the beginning. We didn't like it, but now we
Ready just to go... look forward to going.

After we prepare the special order break-

But this isn’t your normal D D’in drunken barrage of party goers ;s we take the children to the playroom, read

This isn’t Bobby, Greg, Goat, maybe Tick books, watch videos or play games. The chil-
No, this ride is much more dren melt our hearts, and we love to see them
Well, much different play and hear their hearty laughter. It is very
Larry, Tony, Jim and Hank are aboard tonight difficult to go home when the children start
Saturated in smoke and misfortune screaming and crying as you leave, and there
Nah...Not high school’er febreeze smoke are always a few who steal our hearts.

No, this is dunked coat smoke One weekend, with warm and satisfied tum-
Like cigs are the air these guys have been breathing mies and warm and satisfied souls, may be the

very thing the children remember. It may be

For the last 20 years :
what influences them to become people of

Tonight the Liberty is humbled strong faith and value. Only with our help,
Because this land of opportunity does their rebuilding begin. “

Is not always the glitz, glimmer dollar for the wealthy Michael Turner, Sophomore at

These 4 guys don’t have the luxury Fr Gabriel Richard High School

Or economy

To possess that thing I've always taken for granted “Providing a meal (or two) for the Inter-
Always expected faith Hospitality Network (IHN) Alpha House is
And neglected ever to think what it would be like to be without:  a simple and wonderful way to reach out to

A Home those who are less fortunate, right here in our
And as I'm doing an easy quick shuffle of community service ;)}/tv;”backyard. | am grateful for the opportu
To these guys I'm a lifeline of survival. 'God bless,

-ParishioneVictor Wakefielgd Pioneer High Class 2003, Bill LaCroix

freshman at Princeton University
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The Elizabeth Ministry Social Ministry

began in the fall of 1997 with the intention of helping St. Francis Parish Helps the Poor!
women but has since grown to reach out to all membe [Call Scott Wright 821-2121]
the parish and our community in need of short-term hg
at home. We try to offer several weeks of help with
meals, transportation or laundry, depending upon need. $t. Francis Task Force on Respect Life
addition, we also offer prayer support for those who re- . . .
quest it. So far this past year we have contacted over 1652 r[\)/'icc"gs?,“a't“t‘ﬁ;"lghcegl 'Sfatr?’r?:(; éig%%;gggr}t:;l‘i’;’e;e provided
parishioners and helped many of them with experiences., Did you know babies are being murdered with)i/ﬁ a mile of St.
ranging from difficult pregnancies, adoption, and new barancis parish?

bies to depression, surgeries, death of family members, ,

house break-ins, and widow- = We joined with over 400
hood. A person was so im- people who gathered

d with th . f together October 5th to show
pressed with the outpouring of e support for life at the

support that one of our families  annual Washtenaw County
received from the Elizabeth Min- Life Chain. This year's

istry this past year that they be- event, organized in part by
gan attending RCIA classes this our own St. Francis’ Respect
Fall to learn more about our par- Life Task Force, was an

ish and who we are. This is truly@PPOrtunity for area

an examole of how we act as Christians to do a little
P something to stand up for the

Christ's presence in our world | ynporn. Life Chain was a chance for the average person to
through our ministry to others. = obey God's word "Rescue those unjustly sent to death.
Don't stand back and let them
T e (Proverbs 24:11)

This fall, the Elizabeth Ministry has undertaken a proje i
to improve our ability to better serve others and fully uti
ize our many volunteers. A questionnaire was mailed teg
all members to help ensure that we contact them in the
most convenient way and also that we only contact the
for the types of assistance they want to supply. We are
also exploring whether or not we can use e-mail to sta
better touch with some of our membership and let thei :
know of our service needs, as well as the latest ministry ~ We meet every month on the
news. Of course, this doesn’t mean that we have aban-Ir'st Wednesday at 7pm in the Church New Library.
doned the use of phone and personal contact where it i$\"Y20dy can come join us as we discuss ways of
needed or wanted! Only, that we are searching for the gﬁgﬁgg 2;vna;raecrt1eesismo f(g;%__lggég‘;’ues atour parish.
best ways to help our ministry grow and serve others. '

PHOTOS above are parishioners: (left) Rosaleen Kirk, and
Without the assistance of our many devoted members act- (right) The Cesar Family & Ellen Rhein ]
ing as the Mystical Body of Christ it would not be possi-

ble to provide the many important services that ElizabethH g pitat Catholic House 2003
Ministry delivers to our parish family and others in need.

Perhaps the most wonderful thing that has come back ogyith the help of many volunteers and 1‘ﬁ'{

the questionnaires is the many comments telling us howcharitable service groups, the Catholic

very important and powerful this ministry has been to theommunity once again built a wonderful

lives of those it has touched. house for a deserving family. Blessed and finished in

If you have any questions or would like to be involved in this November, the "Catholic House" will allow our partner

ministry, please contact Mrs. Therese Rhein at 434-5262. An@Mily to spend many years in a safe and loving envi-

visit:: ronment. Although the house is finished, donations
www.stfranci sa2.com/socialministry/elizabeth.htm are still needed to fulfill our monetary commitment to

build this 2003 Catholic Habitat House.

. '? Missed Life Chain? There will
s M be another chance to do
something for the unborn at the
ecumenical pro-life prayer
service at St. Thomas on
January 20th at 730 P.M.
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Since my last report to you in May of ments have been made to our Memorial
this year, the number of capital projects Business Manager's Garden, located off the lower outside
undertaken has been small, reflecting ) entrance to the Chapel. These included
primarily our concern over the level of REDOF'[ to the Parish landscaping, lighting, and the addition of

Sunday donations. Our major project of November 2003 a beautiful black granite bench. This
2002-2003, the renovation of the was all accomplished through the efforts
Church, is largely finished, excepting of a dedicated group of volunteers, in-
only a few punch-list items, which will cluding Ray Whiteman, Chris Erkkinen,

hopefully be done by the time this BGhurch. This project was completed amd Marge Prybys. To them, and to any
read. There remains only a tag-end kedtly October, before the weather det¢hers whom | have neglected to mention
ance of about $37,000 owing the geneiatated, at no additional costto us.  here, "thank you" for all your efforts;
contractor, which has not yet been billed, they are much appreciated!
pending completion of those punch-ligfe had also intended to put off for the
items. Again, we are very pleased witbrseeable future the installation of higRyojects which remain on our “to-do list”
the way the renovation turned out, asfficiency fluorescent lighting in ouinclude the repair of the Bell Tower, up-
hope that you agree that the chandéisldle School classrooms, but receivgdading of the Choir Room on the lower
make the Church more functional amadbid which was several thousand dollégsel of the Church, continuing roof re-
welcoming than ever before! less than we had anticipated, perhapsplecement (School and PAC), and the

flecting some slowing of business for tlewentual addition of air conditioning
About the time my last report reachedectrical contractor. As a result, we déroughout our School buildings, all of
you, indicating our intention to put theided that we should go ahead with thealtich are contingent on improvement in
demolition of the house on our adjacartgrade in August in order to realize tkiee financial condition of the parish.
property on "hold" for financial reasonbgnefits of the favorable bid. That work
sharp-eyed parishioners noted that thas also done in a satisfactory manngt,the time of my last report, we were
house was, in fact, demolished. This anrd many of our Middle School studertaving difficulties with the timely deliv-
tion was prompted by a letter we rand teachers (including those in Religry of Church offering envelopes. We
ceived from the City of Ann Arbor inditous Education) have commented on hotanged our method of getting them into
cating that, unless we went forward, omuch better the rooms look (while sathre postal system in July (for the August-
demolition permit would be revokedng on our electric bill!). September-October envelope packets),
which would force us to go through a re- and it worked so well, that we delivered
application process later when wénseen to most, if not all of you, atbe November-December-January pack-
wished to complete the demolition. Sideme improvements made to the steats to the postal system in October in the
fice it to say that the application procesgstem which heats our oldest classrosame manner. It appears that the latter
was quite difficult as it was, and we fduilding, the K-3 building. We had teet was also delivered on a timely basis,
that we did not want to have to geplace a condensate tank, as it no longgwe hope that the problem has finally
through it again for the same purposeas in workable condition, and at theeen solved. Thank you all for your pa-
We were able to find a contractor whame time, integrated a water softetience during these delivery difficulties.
had done some demolition work for aito the water line feeding the steam
other local parish, and that contractooilers, which should both enhance tAs always, thank you for your continu-
gave us a very fair quote for the compkfficiency of the boilers and lengtheéng support of our Parish, and our efforts
tion of the house demolition, and the dbeir operating life. We are currenttp improve its facilities. We have come
cision was made to proceed at that tirf@oking at the repair or replacement aflong way in the past five or six.years!
We are very satisfied with the way tlmir back-up hot water boiler (whicRlease feel free to call or.e-mail me
demolition turned out, including the reervices the Church and the 4-8 claskeuld you have any questions or com-
grading and re-seeding of the land itselfoom building), as we would prefer tments.

have the security of a back-up system
Also highly visible to all was the warshould our primary boiler fail to functio?@ve BareraParish Business Manager
ranty-repair of the Church roof. Severdiiring the upcoming winter. Email: <dsbarera@catholicWeb.com>
sections of the Topcoat coating applied Office: 821-2111
in 1996 had come off in recent montha/e would also note that, over the:past
resulting in at least one roof leak in tlseveral months, a number of improve-
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St. Francis of Assisi School

Grandparents' and Special Friends' Day ... A Faith-Filled Legacy

Hundreds of Grandparents and Special Friends shared in the learniggs
experience of children at St. Francis of Assisi School on Friday, Oct?
392003. The joyful day started at 8:15 a.m. in the Parish Activity C
with a warm welcome from Mrs. Linda Miller, Principal and Fr. Jim
McDougall, Pastor. When Mrs. Miller read the following words from
Mother Teresa, the bustling Parish Activity Center fell silent:

4 N

People are often unreasonable and self-centere
Forgive them anyway.

Be Kind

motives. Be kind anyway.

If you are honest, people may cheat you.
Be honest anyway.

If you find happiness, people may be jealous.
Be happy anyway.

The good you do today may be forgotten tomorr
Do good anyway.

Give the world the best you have, and
it may never be enough. Give your best any)

For you see, in the end, it is between you and G

If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterio®

During the half-da
event, Grandpar-
Jents and Special
Friends visited 3
lassrooms and participated in fun, interactive activities
such as tracing handprints and dancing the Virginia Reel
in gym classes. The cheerful celebration ended with an
uplifting mass presided by Pastor Jim McDougall. His
thoughtful homily focused on the true meaning of being a
real man or woman. As he salBeing a real man or
woman is not about eating spiders or other outlandish
things as displayed on reality shows like "Survivor."
)W;\ther, it is about being strong and humble enough to
live in God's way. To act with honesty and integrity, to
be concerned about justice for others and not only one-
self, to recognize that all that you are and all that you
Aepe is from God and that we are called to be good stew-

%rds of our lives in this world."
9]

It never was between you and them anyway

k - Mother Teresy

G.randparents' and Special Friends' Day 2003 featured the
theme: "A Faith-Filled Legacy.”" With the loving exam-
ple set by Grandparents and Special Friends each and

every day, the children at St. Francis School can build a deeper relationship with God. And, because of their

ongoing support, the St. Francis community can
men and women today and in the future too.

As a grateful grandmother recently wrdt€hank you for a delightful morn
ing Friday, October 8. Everything was perfect. | appreciate the time a

granddaughter is in your care. She is growing b
work."

Thanks to everyone who attended this year's Grandparents' and Speci
Friends' Day. And, to all of the energetic helpers who volunteered to m

the day a huge success ... GOD BLESS YOU!

continue to positively influence the lives of hundreds of your

eautifully. Keep up the
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ew Happenings with

2 N
" the Middle SINGLES!
Since the first Middle Singles
Committee meeting in October, - o and hike through Kensington

the group has done several new things. The
Middle Singles Group (those who are single
and between 35-55 years old) has been seen
about town. “Dinner +” began on
several Thursday nights with dinner

out at a local restaurant followed by
a movie, bowling, or other activity.
The group has also headed out to brunch af-
ter Sunday morning mass. One special activ-
ity was the trip to Kensington Metropark.
Several of the Middle Singles met on a beauti-

ful Sunday afternoon to enjoy the fall weather

Park. As always, the Middle Sin-
gles Group continues their
monthly Potluck Social on the
second Saturday of the month.

To see what the group is up to, check out the
website at
www.stfrancisa2.com/middlesingles

Watch for our special events
coming in December and January!



